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Bear Fiends of C.R.O.S. Minstries,

R Congregations and Community

believe ir im- ~ =
Sy Partners Provide Holiday Hope

Ministries. The
fitstisof the 7~

In November and December 2010, C.R.O.5. Ministries
collaborared with hundreds of volunteers from lo-

' g cal congregations and businesses to purchase, sort,
in thiodesert and each repackage and distribute 564 holiday food boxes
morning there was and 57 grocery gift cards to low income fami-
Ina iy i.-m ﬂ.mt g lies. Each food box contained all the trimmings
dhesecond - oles for a traditional holiday meal. Many of the same

'.m.s;;nd_ &EE Iltd#_bw congregations purchased 1,200 holiday gift
w."h rhﬂh“‘ l{.:..a.ves.. _ cards which were distributed to children in need
and two fish and the -

enough. People are fed and lives

for holiday gifts.

multicudes need to \
eat. Miraculously, there
was enough. We have
a small staff and meager
resourees yet there is always

are rotched and healed.
_ '}ﬁéﬁiﬁt';ﬁ;ﬁan:fﬂ.ﬂ:ﬁﬁhe-
food from our new North Volunt y
Cotitity Pantry located in Jupiter omnieens ‘mb
it to e, {1 had beer pry recipients of b e
CRO.S. Holiday
ing abour how I was going to
feed mysclfmd my son who is. Food Program
autistic. [ am having such trouble
with my foad stamp application.” \
A e (o6 with orins fall oEbags: jom Feinstein and C.R.O. S in the Fight
of food, she said *....thank you' ' to End Hunger in Paim Beach County
so-much T'will not have ro worry
this week about food.” C.R.O.S. Ministries has been chosen, among other organizations fighting
Thank you for your contin- hunger across the country, to benefit from the annual Feinstein Founda-
ued support through prayers, ' tion Challenge. All donations of money received by C.R.O.S, Ministries
time and gifts; " from March 1st through April 30th will be matched. Food donations
B T will also be matched at $1 per item. The more we receive, the bigger por-
Pencaand Grace, tion of the $1 million we will receive.
gy T Please participate in March and April by making a donation of any size
: 10 C.R.O.S. Ministries and be sure to matk your donation “Feinstein
e Challenge.” Join us in a successful grassroots campaigns to fight hunger!
C.R.0.S. Ministries collaborates with people of different faiths and erganizations to create solutions \
to the unmet needs of people in our community.
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caringkitchen =
New Caring Kitchen
Van Brings Hope

“We are so grateful!”

- April Hazamy

Thanks to an open heart and
very generous donors The Caring
Kirchen hasa’ new van! The old
van swas szmply o its “ast tires”
m:u:i out: i-:aud FECOVERY, program

hn-.,mr the ught pt:@un was sent
‘o tis ar the right time to answer
‘this nieed. Because of this incred-
ible glft We were able to contine
pickups of in-kind food domations
that are 50 vieal 1o our ministry.
“The new van cnables our:
drivers to pick up more dona-

tions safely and efficiently,” said
April Hazamy, Caring Kitchen
Dirccror and Clicntﬁdvaﬁ:tq.
“We are so gra

W are HIWH.}!‘S mmznd at
how faith inaction revedls
itself with stories like rhis,
especially tluhﬂg the holidays,
What a pawerful aiﬁmlg_:lnn of
God's presence among us and of

God blessings on this ministiy!

Holiday Fun!

Sixty-one children jolned us for
the annual Caring Kitchen holiday
party; they had a blast making

crafts and visiting with Santa.

crosgleaning

gleaning /gleaningl noun: gathering after the harvest

The C.R.0.S. gleaning program invites volunteers to pick
crops from the fields of local farms that are left behind
after commercial harvesting; food that would otherwise go
to waste. This fresh, nutritious produce is then distributed
to various agencies that serve the hungry throughout Palm
Beach County.

A Christmas Eve
Blessing for the
Hungry

The 2010-2011 gleaning season
started very well; but, December
brought record low freezing temperatures
resulting in the halted growth of many crops.
Not only were the freezes extremely early, bur temperatures rurned out
to be more frigid than anything the area had seen since 1962.

However, on Christmas Eve, we were called by Agri-Gartors Farms
in Palm City to rescue a field of sweet corn. We thoughrt it would be
almost impossible to find gleaners on that day, bur 39 dedicated
volunteers showed up to bless the hungry with their time. Kim, one
of the volunteers, said “there’s no other place I'd rather be.”
What an awesome Christmas blessing!

1f you are interested in gleaning or donating to the program,
please contact Viviane at 561-233-9009 ext.107 or by email at
vhlsaime@crosministries.org.

“There’s no other place I’d rather be!”
- Kim, Gleaning Yolunteer on Christmas Eve 2010
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A Surprise Encounter

In her book “An Altar in the World,” theologian Barbara Brown

Taylor describes the spiritual practice of “encountering others.” She says
that the spiritual dimension of encountering others is chiefly revealed

in looking at the other and seeing in them something other than that
which we have written abour them in our own life story. To cruly en-
counter the other is to reach out to
them, and rather than seeing what
we expect or want to see in cthem,
we see God.

On January 11, 2011,
C.R.O.S. began a partnership
with the Town of Jupiter to offer
an emergency food pantry to the
northern communities of Palm
Beach Counry. The opening day
was exciting, with new volunteers
meeting, training and mobiliz-
ing. A volunteer invired our first
client “Dorothy” to sit down, and
she proceeded to tell her story of
struggle as a single working mother and the joys and challenges of
parenting her autistic son. She explained that because of his disorder,
her son sometimes refuses to eat the only food she has on hand.

The volunteers listened and responded to Dorothy. It was a beautiful
thing to see this group of strangers encountering each other and encounter-
ing Dorothy. Each one of them came to volunteer for their own reasons.
Each one came carrying with them their own strengths and life experiences.
Each one came with their own notions of what type of people they would
find at a food pantry. As I observed these encounters, I could see each of
these individuals being opened up in new and surprising ways. They dis-
covered that C.R.O.S. food pantries aren’t just about distributing food to
the hungry, they're also abour encountering God in the face of others.

After listening atrentively to Dorothy'’s story, the volunteers gently
guided Dorothy through the application process and brought her two
bags of food, careful to make sure that there were items included thar
ber son would eat. Then something truly amazing happened. As she
was about to leave, Dorothy stopped, turned around, and informed the
volunteers thar she had two bags of food in her car, full of things that
her special needs child refused to ear. She said, “T'll be right back.

I want to bring those bags and donate them to the food pantry. T hope
someone else can use them who needs them.”

Thanks be to God for our faithful volunteers, thanks be to God for
faithful donors like Dorothy and her son, and thanks be 1o God for
showing up in the face of others every day in our C.R.O.S. food pantries.

— Rev. Amy Baer

“..rather than seeing
what we expect or
want to see in them,
we see God.”

C.R.O0.5. MinISTRIES

Young People
Making A Difference

‘The Caring Kitchen recently hosted
four volunteers from Morikami Park
Elementary School. Picrured below
(L ro R), Christopher, Griffin, Tanner,
and Alex (not pictured) are working
on a year-round project to learn abour
homelessness and hunger in our com-
munity as part of the school’s Interna-
tional Bachelaurette Programme. Their
goal is to both learn and to give back,
During their visit, the boys were happy
to help hand out bread to our clients.

“They are really getting something
out of this experience. It is opening
their eyes to a perspective of the issue
they would not otherwise have,” said
Karen Altonen, mother of one of the
student volunteers.

The boys will finish their project
by presenting what they have learned
to their class at the end of the year.

Iv is through simple activities like
this thar the ministries of C.R.O.S.
can bridge the gap of understanding
between socio-econemic groups.

Ifyou, your organization, school,
business or congregation would like to
learn more about hunger and homeless-
ness in our community, please contact
Rev. Amy Baer at 561-233-9009 x105.

“It was interesting to see
how what little we did
made such a big difference.”
— Christopher, student
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March 3,201 | * Old School Square, Delray Beach

Featuring International Theater and Concert Star

Sue Mathys

Pre-concert cocktail hour with live jazz by Same Difference

Tickets are $75 each for reserved seating and $100 tickets include a
VIP Champagne Reception with Honorary Event Chair, Fred Fetzer.
For information, call 56 1-233-9009 x106 or e-mail sbardisa@crosministries.org. j

Croscamps N

C.R.0O.S. Camps Needs
Summer Interns

C.R.O.S. Ministries is gearing up for another fun and
faithful summer for local at-risk children. Internships
are available for students and young adults ages 19-28
interested in ministry with chil-
dren and youth at community
day camps and resident summer
camps. The student’s service
time will be June 1 — August

12, 2011. Room and board are
provided for those assigned away
from home. The application
deadline is April 1, 2011.

We need food!

With the opening of two
new food pantries this year,
the C.R.O.S. Food Pantries
are desperately in need of
non-perishable food dona-
tions. It is a daily struggle
to fill the pantry shelves of

e Y

and donating to your nearest Through this internship | realized the calling that

C.R.O.S.food pantry. God had planned for me. And so | went back to

college and also changed my major. This program
For an easy-to-follow opened my eyes to more options in life. It helped me
step-by-step guide to food see that | can actually do what | set my mind to do
drives, simply call or email and not h-eafraid ﬂf—ﬂdin'g'ft.”

Rev.Amy Baer at
abaer@crosministries.org

or 561-779-7980. -Mﬂﬁﬂ, 2010 C.R.O.5. Camps Summer Intern
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